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Senators act on violence-education bill

House-passed measure languished in committee 6 months

Thursday, November 19, 2009 3:00 AM

By Jill Riepenhoff and Jim Siegel

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

A bill that would require schools to teach students about teen-
dating violence has collected dust for months in the Ohio Senate.
But yesterday, it found new life.

On the final day of a four-day Dispatch investigation on domestic RELATED STORIES

violence, lawmakers cleared the cobwebs off House Bill 19 and

. . Read more about dating violence
moved it forward. .

in today's edition of Columbus
Members of the Senate Education Committee yesterday voted to

take the proposal to the full Senate.

Alive! and about domestic
violence in the suburbs in today's
The Democratic-sponsored bill had been stagnating in the editions of This Week
Republican-dominated Senate for six months. It had moved
through the House in less than three months.
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"So, hopefully, no one ends up in the same fate that Tina did," Cates said. "The parents have labored
long and hard on this."

Before the committee voted yesterday, Ohio State University student Julie Boak told lawmakers what
it's like to grow up in an abusive home and how education and counseling have helped her heal.

"I am the generation where education and campaigns have made a difference in making sure we are
safe: We fasten our seat belts, smoking isn't cool, and we make sure there is a designated driver,"
Boak told the senators. "We need the tools to keep us safe in our relationships.”

Committee members agreed.
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